
BEDS/BORDERS:
• beds should be generous—at least 6’ wide—allows good size for perennials.
• 10’ for small shrubs and perennials.
• summer flowering perennials tend to be larger with bare bottom stalks—good to plant shorter plants 

in front
• plant masses should work with scale/proportion of beds JB
• ex: large beds need large shrubs will narrow beds need smaller plants
• John Brooks believes gardeners use too many plants: when designing borders, “ do a planting design 

and take out half the plant varieties and double up on the remainder”. JB

I like this planting idea for sorpressing weed seeds and seeing the plants better as you plant them.




